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A MEMORIAL TRIBUTE TO 

BARBARA SYKES 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of Barbara Sykes, of Bur-
bank, California, an accomplished volunteer 
and community leader who passed away on 
Thursday, February 11, 2016. 

Born in 1960, Barbara grew up in Toluca 
Lake, California. Barbara married Dave 
Golonski and they raised their three children in 
Burbank, where she and her husband became 
deeply involved in their community. 

Barbara was active in various charitable or-
ganizations, before, during and after Dave’s 
service on the Burbank City Council. Gen-
erous with their time and resources, Barbara 
and Dave frequently hosted events at their 
home for several organizations that raised 
money for both local causes and others in 
need—I always looked forward to their annual 
holiday party that benefitted the Burbank Co-
ordinating Council, Five Acres, the El Faro 
and Hacienda Orphanages of Tijuana, Mexico 
and the Kids International Foundation, of 
which Barbara was a founding member. 

Ms. Sykes had a passion for charities that 
benefitted children, and to that end, she was 
a founding board member of the Boys & Girls 
Club of Burbank and the Greater East Valley, 
an organization that she was steadfastly dedi-
cated to and active in for over twenty years. 
Ms. Sykes was a longtime volunteer with the 
Family Service Agency of Burbank and the 
Burbank Coordinating Council, where she 
served as one of the key organizers for their 
holiday basket program, and created the coun-
cil’s ‘‘Coins for Campers’’ program. In addition, 
Barbara raised funds for the Condor Squad-
ron, founded by her father, Richard T. Sykes, 
a local organization of aviation enthusiasts 
which flies World War II and other military air-
planes in formation over veterans’ events, me-
morial ceremonies and parades throughout the 
region. 

Barbara is survived by her mother, JoAnn 
Sykes, husband, Dave Golonski, children, 
Randi, Russell and John, son-in-law, Nathan 
Lowery, grandchildren, Grant and JoAnn, and 
her brothers and sisters, Edmond, Jeanne, 
Carol, Gene, Richard, John and Mary. 

Barbara is an irreplaceable member of the 
Burbank community, and her loss will be 
deeply felt by the many people whose lives 
she touched. I ask all Members to join me in 
remembering one of Burbank’s most beloved 
citizens, Barbara Sykes. 
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HONORING THE RECIPIENT OF 
NASA’S SMALL BUSINESS SUB-
CONTRACTOR EXCELLENCE 
AWARD: ARCATA ASSOCIATES, 
INC. 

HON. CRESENT HARDY 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. HARDY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Tim Wong and Arcata Associates, Inc., 
for receiving the Small Business Subcontractor 

Excellence Award as part of NASA’s 2015 
Small Business Industry Awards. 

Under President and CEO Tim Wong’s lead-
ership, Arcata has received a NASA Small 
Business Industry Award five times since the 
program began eight years ago. By delivering 
outstanding support, along with on schedule 
and on budget results year after year, Arcata 
has made itself the model for small business 
success in Las Vegas. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to congratulate 
Tim and all of the Arcata employees for being 
awarded the Small Business Subcontractor 
Excellence Award. 
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RECOGNIZING MAYOR JAMES 
THOMAS, JR. 

HON. EARL L. ‘‘BUDDY’’ CARTER 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize former mayor of Hinesville, 
James Thomas, Jr., for his exceptional job as 
mayor as well as his endless support for our 
nation’s military. 

Elected mayor in 2007, Mr. Thomas has 
dedicated his life to public service. With a 
graduate degree in Business Management 
from Central Michigan University and a grad-
uate degree in Public Administration from 
Georgia Southern University, he has served 
the city of Hinesville and Liberty County for 
nearly 30 years. 

Prior to being elected mayor, Mr. Thomas 
was a military officer and a Department of De-
fense civil servant where he worked as a liai-
son between Fort Stewart, Liberty County, and 
the City of Hinesville. In addition, he used his 
skills as a trained Engineering Project Man-
ager to oversee the construction of ‘‘Warriors 
Walk,’’ a memorial to fallen soldiers and civil-
ians at Fort Stewart. 

Mayor Thomas has also contributed to the 
prosperity of Hinesville and Liberty County 
through his numerous public service positions. 
He was Chairman of the Liberty County Plan-
ning Commission, member of the Liberty 
County Hospital Authority, Hinesville Architec-
tural Review Board, and the Hinesville Military 
Affairs Committee. 

His remarkable dedication and leadership to 
Hinesville will truly be missed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DR. SUSAN GORDON 

HON. NITA M. LOWEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Dr. Susan Gordon, a nationally rec-
ognized pediatrician, teacher, and equal rights 
advocate from Pomona, New York, who 
passed away January 25. 

Dr. Gordon opened her pediatric office in 
Haverstraw, New York after graduating from 
Howard University College of Medicine in 
Washington, D.C. In 1958 she started a 25- 
year career as an associate professor of pedi-
atrics, first at New York Medical College and 
then at Columbia University’s College of Phy-
sicians and Surgeons. Dr. Gordon served as a 

member of the National Panel on the Meas-
urement of the Program Effects of Head Start 
and a member of the Board of Trustees of 
Nyack Hospital. Dr. Gordon was also a mem-
ber and past president of the board at the 
Lexington School for the Deaf, and the 
School’s Health Center was named in her 
honor. 

Dr. Gordon and her husband, Dr. Edmund 
W. Gordon, were champions for equal edu-
cational opportunity, working with a small 
group of concerned citizens in the late 50’s 
and 60’s to integrate the schools in the East 
Ramapo Central School District. Dr. Gordon 
was very active in the PTA and later was 
elected a member of the East Ramapo Central 
School District Board of Education, where she 
was elected and served as President for three 
years. The Drs. Gordon combined their med-
ical and educational knowledge and talents to 
found the Harriet Tubman Child Health and 
Guidance Clinic in Harlem in the 1950’s, and 
helped establish the Psycho-Educational Diag-
nostic Clinic for children at Columbia Pres-
byterian Medical Center (referred to as the 
Ambulatory Pediatrics Division). 

In addition to her work in medicine and edu-
cation, Dr. Gordon devoted her time and tal-
ents to serving the Rockland County commu-
nity, and her accomplishments brought her 
well-deserved recognition. Dr. Gordon was a 
long-standing board member and served as 
President of the Martin Luther King Multi-Pur-
pose Center Board of Trustees, and on Janu-
ary 22, 2000, the classrooms and computer 
center at the Martin Luther King Multi-Purpose 
Center were dedicated as the Susan G. Gor-
don, M.D. Education Corridor. She was also 
one of three women recognized at the African 
American Chamber of Commerce of West-
chester & Rockland Counties, Inc.’s 2000 
Women’s History Month luncheon. Dr. Gordon 
was the recipient of the 1999 ‘‘Children’s 
Champion Award,’’ given by the Early Child 
Consortium of Rockland County, and in 2006 
was inducted, along with her husband, into the 
Rockland County Civil Rights Hall of Fame. 

Most recently, the Drs. Gordon founded 
Gordon and Gordon Associates in Human De-
velopment, and their children established the 
CEJJES Institute and Library in Pomona to 
continue their parents’ life work in the pro-
motion of social justice, particularly as it per-
tains to health, education, and the environ-
mental and material well being of marginalized 
communities. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to recognize the 
many outstanding accomplishments of my 
constituent, Dr. Susan Gordon. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in honoring her exceptional 
life. 
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HONORING A TRUE BEHIND-THE- 
SCENES HERO: LORI HENRICKSEN 

HON. CRESENT HARDY 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. HARDY. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
honor Lori Henricksen, an instructor at the 
Veterans Tribute Career and Technical Acad-
emy, for her dedication and tremendous con-
tributions toward educating Nevada’s students 
about career opportunities in emergency tele-
communications. As a former 9–1–1 Emer-
gency Communications Dispatcher and Law 
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